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RAVANA AND HIS TRIBES 281

adultery, murder, complicity and so forth, the person alone of the
delinquent is to be seized by the kings’ officers. It would thus appear
that the terms dasaparadha and paiicaparidha in the ancient grants

involved a remission of penalties for the comnmission of traditional lists
of offences by the villagers.

U. N, GHOSHAL

R:Iva.pa. and His Tribes

In my two articles on the Aboriginal Names and the Aboriginal
Tribes in the Ramayana, an attempt has been made to elucidate the
language and the customs of the Vinaras and the Raksasas and the
former have been identified with the Savaras and other Mindari
tribes of the modern times, It was not possible then to say much
about the Raksasas of Lanka, of whom the epic gives a fuller account,

In this paper I propose to study the ways of life of these men and
show how some of the tribes now living in the hills and jungles

of the Central Provinces still maintain the ways of life of the Riksasas,

Before the customs and manners of the people of Larnka are taken
up for study, it is but necessary to give a little attention to the
physical features of their lord whom tradition pictures as an un-
natural being with ten heads and twenty arms. The clan of Lanka
derived their importance in the story mostly from their leader., All the
great performances he is said to have achieved are attributed to his
ten heads and arms of double that number, It is therefore essential
to observe if the epic really supports this popular belief ; it is only an
unfounded notion that has somehow caught the minds of the people
of India,®

The epic contains the description of Rivana in all situations.
There are given the pictures of Rivapa asleep, and Ravana dead ;

1 The notion has taken such deep root that it has found its
way into art. It has become a convention. Any crooked picture of a
human being with ten faces is taken to represent Ravapa. Even an
lliterate person recognises the figure of Ravana.
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282 RIVANA AND HIS TRIBES

Ravana on his throne in the council Chamber and Ravana in his car
fichting with his enemies are truly depicted in it. A study of these
pictures, especially of his appearance in sleep and in death, enables
us to know his real appearance ; for, it is admitted by our &astras that
a person however much he disguises his true nature at other times
reveals himself in sleep and in death. First let us observe him when

he was taking repose after a day’s activity.
While Hanumian was going from room to room in Ravana's man-

sion searching for Sit3, he saw, in one apartment, the Raksasa king
lying at full length, sound asleep (V, 10).?

15 kaficandngadasannaddhau dadarSa sa mahatmanah/
viksiptau rakgasendrasya bhujav indradhvajopamau//

16 airavatavisanagrair apidana-krta-vranau/
vajrollikhita-pInamsau visnu-cakra-pariksatau//

17 pInau samasujatamsau sangatau balasammyutau/

~sulaksana-nakhangusthau svanguliyaka-laksitau//

18 samhatau parighakarau vrttau karikaropamau/
viksiptau Sayaneiubhre paiica-Sirsav ivoragau//

22 tabhyam sa paripiirnabhyam bhujabhyam raksasc§varah//

In this description every word employed to picture the arms is
used in dual number, which shows that they were only two in number,
In the same passage, his head is said to be only one.

tasya raksasa-rdjasya niScakrama mahamukhat :
here ‘mukhdt is singular ; and also

mukutenapavrttena kundalojvalitinanam ;
here ‘amanam’ also is singular, Because there was only one face, he
must have only one head and one neck. While sleeping, Ravana was
seen with one head and two arms alone. low did he appear when
he lay dead in the battle-field ? His brother, Vibhisana, seeing him
said (VI, 112) :

3 viksipya dirghau niScestau bhujav angadabhiisitau/

makutendpavrttena bhaskarikiaravarcasa//

Bhujau and its adjective are in the dual number and makulena
in the singular,

I The Vilmiki Rimayana edited and published by T, R, Krish-
namacharya of the Madhva Vilas Book Depot, Kumbakonam, has been
consulted to prepare this paper,
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Ravana’s wives rush into the field and falling on his body lament
(10). One of them ‘anke &irah krtva ruroda, mukhamiksati) Here
sirah and mukham are in the singular number. Another of his wives
laments :

0 ‘upahrtya ca bhujau......hatasya vadanam dystva’.
Bhujau is dual and vadanam is singular,
Mandodarj, his principal wife, laments describing his face

(VI, 114, 36):
Kirita-kutdj-jvalitam tamrasyam diptakundalam/

..... X vaktram na bhrajate//

Asyam and vaktram are both in the singular number, In the
pictures of “Ravana asleep’ and ‘Ravana dead,’ he is shown with one
1ead and two arms like ar. ordinary human being. In waking moments,
he might appear differently. It is necessary to observe how he is depict-
ed while he was active.

After Ravapa bhad revealed himself to Sitd in the Pafica-vati
cottage, he begins to extol himself by telling her of his glories
and prowess. Regarding his strength he says (iii. 4 9) :

3 udvaheyam bhujabhyam tu medinim ambare sthitah,

Bhujabhyiam is dual and therefore he had only two arms.

Having taken Siti to Lanka, he showed his mansion, pleasure-

cardens, jewels, etc. When he found her unmoved, lie bowed to her feet
with his head, saying (111, 56) :
37 na cd 'pi Ravapah kaificin mirdhna strim pranameta ha,
‘Iliirdhna’, being singular, intimates only one head. In these two
cases Ravana informs that he had only one head and two arms.
While struggling with Jatiyu, the lord of the Raksasas kicked
the lord of vultures with his two fists and two legs (111, 51):

40 mustibhyam caranabhyam ca grdhrarajam apothayat,

When Hanuman was about to accost Sita in the AsSoka grove,
he saw some lights approach and concealed himself in the foliage of
the tree on which he had perched. Amidst the procession, Ravana

was seen and was at once identified to be the person seen sleeping
in the apartment in the mansion (V, 18):

30 so’yam eva purd Sete puramadhye grhottame,

This is a sufficient guarantee that Ravana was unchanged when he woke
up. The number of his limbs remained the same as when he was
asleep,

Hearing Siti curse him for his misbehaviour, Ravana looked at
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284 RAVANA AND HIS TRIBES

her with angry eyes, Here the word for eyes is used in the dual
number (V, 22):

23 wvivrtya nayane krire Janakim anvavaiksata,
and in the succeeding verses, the words for arms and ear-rings (bhuja-
bhya.n and kundalibhyim) are used in the dual number alone ; as
he is said to have only two ear-rings and two eyes it is certain that
he had one head only,

When Hanumin was captured by Indrajit and was taken captive
to the presence of Ravana, the vanara saw the king of Rakgasas shining
with ‘&rodhiy dasablil’ which cannot be taken to signify ten-heads;
for, immediately afterwards Ravana is said to shine with ‘purna-
candrabha-vaktrena (V, 49, 7). Here wvakirena being singular signi-
fies only one face, Had he really ten heads, he ought to have been
said to shine with ten faces,

Similarly in the description of Ravana as he appeared to Siirpa-
nakhi, when she ran to Lanka to report about the ignominy done to
her and the destruction of the Raksasas in the Janasthina, it is said,
(I11, 32) that he was with ‘vim8atibhujam, datagrivam ; but it cannot
be taken to mean twenty arms and ten heads as in the same passage
he is said to have two arms :

nivarayati bahubhyam yah Sailadikharopamal.

Even at the time of war, he is described with one head only. When
Ravana came into the battle-field for the first time, Rama asks
Vibhisana (VI, 59) who he was :

26 asau kiriti calakundalasyo nagendra-Vii.Jhyopamabhima-
kayah.

During the fight that ensued Nila is said to have performed
a dance from Ravana’s head to the top of the standard post and
from the latter on to his head (VI, tq) :

81 dhvajagre dhanusas cagre kiritagre ca tam harim,
Here ‘kiritagre’ being singular suggests only one crown and conse-
quently one head. LEven in the fnal duel with Rima, he is said to
have only one head ; and when it had been cut off by Rama’s arrow,
immediately another of the same size, form and appearance, is said
to have grown in that very place. Every time it had been struck
off, at once another stood up in that same place. At last quite
vexed and tired, Rama sent an arrow into the heart of Rivana and
killed him (VI, 107):

54 Ravanasya s’iro’cchindacchrimajjvalitakugdalam/

tacchirah patitam bhiimau drgtam lokais tribhis tada//
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RAVANA AND HIS TRIBES 2835

27 tasyaiva sadrSam canyad Ravanasyotthitam sirah/
tat ksipram kgiprahastena Ramena ksripra-kirina//
28 dvitiyam Ravanasira §chinnam samyati §iyakaih/
chinnamatram tu tacchirsam punar anyat pradrsyatc//
29 tadapyasani-samkasais chinnam Ramena siayakaih//

(VI, I1II) 16 chiksepa paramayattas tam Sarain marma-ghatinam//

18 bibheda hrdayam tasya Rivanasya duratmanah//

19 rudhirdktah sa vegena jivitintakarah Sarah/
Ravanasya haran prapan vivesa dhatanitalam//

Then, 22 gatasiir bhima-vegas tu nairtendro mahadyutih/

papata syandanad bhimau Vrtro vajrahato yathd//

[t has already been seen that the corpse had only one head and
two arms. [t is strange to observe that, in this description of the
duel, not even once is Rama said to have chopped off even one arm
of Ravana; perhaps it was not the object of the poet to say that
Rama’s purpcce was to disable the Raksasa, but to destroy him
altogether,

From these evidences it is confirmed that Rivana had one head
and two arms like any human being. ‘The notion that he had ten
heads and twenty arms must have been the result of certain inter-
polators, who, misconceiving the significance of such appellations as
dasagriva and dasasya of the Raksasa lord, had inserted into the
text of the poem passages or expressions to propagate the meaning
which they had trusted to be true. These interpolations which had
grown into the body of the poem before any scholar thought of writing
a commentary led the commentators to proceed on the lines indicated
by those interpolations, When Rama-cult grew, cverything concerned
with Rama lost its mundane colour and acquired that superhuman
gloss that generally attaches to the life of all great men—men
that had done good to the world atlarge and attained godhead,
Thus Ravana was made into a demon of ten heads on the unauthen-
ticated meaning given to dadagriva and dadisya found used to name
Rivana in the original poem. Now since it is discovered that the
poem does not vouchsafe that meaning but confirms that the king
of the Raksasas had only one head and two arms, the real significance
of those names has to be investigated into in future.

As the study of words is very greatly helped by the ways of
life followed by the inhabitants of Lanka, it is but meet that the

LH.Q. JUNE, 1929 15


potluri
Highlight

potluri
Highlight

potluri
Highlight


